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In this all-white lounge the
shades of wood and rope
are warm and raw. Unknown
artisans and established
artists display equal
expertize in basketry
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A GROUP OF LOW-LYING
PAVILIONS MAKES UP

A BRIGHT, UNIQUELY
PORTUGUESE BEACH
HOME, DRESSED IN WARM
NATURAL TEXTURES




n hour south of
Lisbon, the region
around Comporta is

punctuated by small — Comporta, confiems Daniel. .fr:-.m Daniel _Suduca and
! ; U Thierry Mérillou’s store
towns and ports, It was a project of rebirth. With only g :
b illaoe i L the chail of 1 beildi i ) Galerie Saint Jacques; the
The village isawell-  the el ok 2 bulidng: dhnanuig. an a property is comprisedof
kepr secret known  magnificent fig tree, they added two other three low houses surrounded
onlyto the Lisboan  pavilions to create a house in three parts. by a sandy yard, which is
high sociery and  The first holds the kitchen and dining dominated by a fig tree.
trendsetters like French designers Jacques  room, the second comprises four en-suite Here, the designers relax with
Grange and Christian Louboutin, German  bedrooms and the thicd houses the Tiving friends on the terrace; in the
painter Anselm Kicfer and even the areas. Connected by a central patio and ::ﬁhing room, a 19505 ash iatflﬂ_
Casiraghi royal family, With infinite beach,  wooden pathways, the house seems to have is surrounded by 1940s Danish
dunes and sea and rice paddies as far as the  ascope that goes beyond its walls. ""]?"-"rs' which fit in perfectly
e o B . with the vintage French basket
eye can see, here, nature is wild. I'he person in charge of the rehabilitation i :
gt R : ; b ; ; i pendant. Bright ceramics
French interior designers Daniel Suduca  was Nuno Carvalho, a local builder with hang on the wall above
and Thierry Mérillou discovered Comporta rrad!’tinnal. savoir faire,” reveals Daniel. His a Portiiguase pottery status
15 vears ago. And so, when they were invited  role was vital because he ensured that the
to put life back into an old fisherman’s  soul of the place was captured during the L
house, it was the love that they have forthe  rebuild. Namely, its timelessness. It was »
.
e
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place, its history and its spiric that inspired
them. ‘If there is one place that makes
me feel good just thinking about it, it's

FROM FAR LEFT A vintage
pine-and-wrought-iron rack
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The house's vintage-cum-traditional look is all about

i . a5 o the natural, weven materials — straw, cane, wicker, rattan and
. b al 2 F = : hemp. Here are some suppliers that stock similar preducts
B " P R T e .:;i'}#g'.' - : : o . Fleoring and walling o |ist of stores that stock
N b N Woturol coir end sisal rugs its toblewore and screens.
ST L it : in different shades and
i = o [ - . potterns con be found Baskets and storage
: | = '_':‘ 4 ¥ 4 = ot Rowley & Hughes. Champions of local
A ! ‘i'i = "_-'i.:q.:“:_‘?: . ;’ I,: ’f'. ; , 3 For grasscloth wallpaper, craft, Design Afrika has
| i f 1 : _:—:-Tl- '. g ?. J bry Hertex Fabrics or o rangs af decarative
- s M : " A & St Leger & Viney, brskets, bowls and bins
f ,- e ..--....i...ﬁ—l“
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Decor accessories
2 e e, y . - N i — : Far stoals. chairs,

Custom pieces
Cape Town Society for

| — ottomons and smaller the Blind stocks a h\_u':]g
; ! 4 EETE T LR O o S o s v s items like cushions, visit f i i
¥ b el s S e HEETEELTATUTVINARRRRRR NN iy viskt variety of ready-made
e g ¥, -] ik -"l_ i “ 1—!‘—' 5 5 3 — Cécile & Bw’d. Block & iterms at its Salt River
SRL B e A __ 2ha Chisel and The Private showraom, but also does
: gtk . *‘_ House Company. commissioned pleces to

Contact Madwa for size and specification
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necessary to avoid harsh architecture in
the renovarion because, here, houses are
mostly cabins built on sand and even new
homes look as if they've always been here,
They are low and topped with thatch and
shingles, as dictated by tradition and the
nearby rice fields. For this reason, the large
patio was left sandy and narural, enhancing
the sense of authenticity. This area was built
up in collaboration with landscaper Louis
Benech, who used mimosa trees, pines, oaks
and fig cacti—all from rhe region,

This is an open home, where one moves
from full sun to shade at ditferent times
of the day The sun is evervwhere though,
in some form or another - ]]Jt:.n!it'lll in the
central patio, softened under the covered
terrace or alluded to in the house — and was
a major source of inspiration for the duo.
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Insice, the walls have been whitewashed
and the beams of the ceiling are exposed.
The furniture? Portuguese, naturally The
architects have interpreted the simplicity
of the vernacular style (while reinvenring
it) through a combination of antique
furniture, mostly supplied by their store
Galerie Saint Jacques in Toulouse, and raw
materials such as wood, rope, raffia and
wicker. Thiswas also achieved by avaiding
beiges and browns in favour of the clean,
cool white, The only touch of colour is the

Jean Lurgat ceramics — plates and dishes

scattered on the walls like tattoos,

A metaphor for the house itself, where
less is more and the rustic serting has been
allowed to dictate the low-key look. Nature
is wild bur ar the same time soft; there is
a rhyrhm, a light,” comments Thierry, |

one moves

from full sun

to shade at

different times

of the day

This is an open
home, where
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FROM LEFT A guest
bedroom is simply and
graphically composed
under the pitched
ceiling. The black of the
handwoven wool throw is
picked up on by a ceramic
artwork; the terrace
brings together vintage
pieces including a bed by
Charlotte Perriand fram
the 19405, rattan 1950s
armchairs and an Audoux-
Minet cotfee table,

all under the fragrant
shade of a mimosa tree
OPPOSITE PAGE Each
bedroom has its own en-
suite bathroom, This cne
features a brickwork bath,
a 19805 Jean Girelli chair
and towels by Hermés
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